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THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


REPORT OF THE PROCREDINGS OF THE 43RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE FELD AT 
OONWAY HALL, RED LION SQUARK, LONDON W.C.1 ON FRIDAY. SATURDAY, 
AND SUNDAY APRIL 4TH, 5TH AND 6TH 1947 


The General Seoretary osalled the Conference to order at 11.15 a.m. 


Chairman - A. Turner 

Vice-Chairman - A, Snellgrove 

Tellers - R, Ambridge. W, Oraske, R, McDowall, 
G. Sword, 


REPORT OF THE 43RD EXECUTIVE COMMITTED 
BRANCHES AND M2 MBERSHIP 


In answer to a quostion the General Secretary said that the 
reasons for which 102 members had left the party were as follows: 
Lapsed 69, resigned 17, died 8, expelledl, gone abroad 2, and 
written off books owing to dissolution of Hamilton branch 5. 


Item for discussion (xvi) - Manchester, "The attitude to the enrol- 
ment of young persons still under religious influence” 


Manchester said that they had had applicants for membership who, 
while mainly accepting the party's views, still had some hazy 
religious ideas, Too much was attached to the religious question 
by the party. We gave entrance to applicants who were immture 
on other subjects and were rigid on the religious question only. 
Could not same form of probationary membership be set up? 

Hackney said that the religious idea was the hardest one to 
eradicate, and when members oame into the party with remnants 
of these ideas, contacts with other members would get rid of 
them. Edgware considered that the question of religion was over 
emphasised with applicants. Birmingham had encouraged applicants 
with religious ideas to keep in touch with the party and help 
with the work, The religious question should not be continually 
pressed with these people, but they should be given & sound basis 
of knowledge. Paddington said that as the basis of the party's 
position was that of materialism members who oame into the party 
with religious ideas would soon leave. S.W. London opposed any 
" relaxation of the party's attitude to applicants, This they said 
would be the thin edge of the wedge towards a position in which 
we should be concentrating of counting heads instead of concern- 
. ing ourselves with the quality of the membership, A member of 
‘ the Editorial Committee said that the pamphlet "Sosialism and 
; Religion” was at present being revised. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


‘ Resolution - Walters and Garside (Paddington) - "That the whole 
question of elactoral activity bo discussed first business after 
lunch, Resolution G being taken first" Agd, 


2 ; (co) Report of Central Organiser. 


Dartford said that there was plenty of enthusiasm among members. 
What we lacked was a medium through which to express it. Head 
Office organisation was not adequate and there was insufficient 
contact betweon the Centrel Organiser and branches, There should 
be proper organisers' meetings with good branch representation, 
Branches not represented at these meetings should be sent f 
_Keoorts of the meetings. Evidence of the ort of membe 
was given dy the number who attended propaga open rg 
for the party. The Cantral Organiser said tha Dar had 
grounds for complaint but it was not her fault, There was plenty 
of enthusiasm in the branoh, but it had had very bad experience 
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Manchester 


* . - esata 
ral Secretary 6 


rmed the Executive Comaittee that the servises of 
reanisers were betker used in London ths 
. Glasgow concurred with this statement. A 
ite asked that organisers should not centrate 
nti on propaganda neetings. We should get among workers in 
hours ets. 


[88 ere they congregate during breaks in workinr 

ort thought that we had enough propagandists, we heeded 
organisers. The task of organisation was not just that of holding 
meetings in the areas of provincial branches, The organiser 
should concentrate on the district served by the branch, organising 
rroups and generally making the party known, This sort of work 
ad not been carried out by our organisers, Manchester said that 
the idea of groups was a good one, but it was not so simple as it 
sounded, Thsre were not numbers of workers waiting to be organised 
and we cannot expest an organiser to start from scratch and build 
something quickly. The organiser mst work in close conjunotion 
with the branch, Thera were probably individuals in contact with 
branches who were sympathetic and members who rarely engaged in 
branch aotivity at all, These psople should be contacted by the 
organisers and stimulated to take party work, The work of an 
organiser would be largely limited by the branch he worked with. 
Manchester said that Fenwick had done well in their area, 


(c) Propaganda statistics, 


Resolution - R, McLaughlin and N, Taylor (S.W, London) "That the 
E,C, be asked to consider ways and means of increasing literature 


sales at propaganda meetings" Agd. 


Resolution (C) ~ Birmingham branch "Phat the 'New Speakers Test! 
a abolished as branches are able to judge the capabilities cf the 


speaker’ 


Birmingham said that the New Speakers Test had baen justified 
during the war, but branches worthy of the name were surely able 
to say waether a member should te permitted to speak on the out- 
door platform unaccompanied by an experienced speaker. Newport 
said that some members who were capable outdoor speakers were 
very nervous of appearing before an examining committes, Leyton 
pointed out the difficulties in small branches of ensuring the 
presence of an experienced speaker to accompany one who had not 
passed the test, There should aiso be some means of applying the 
tost in the provinces to save members travelling to London. 
Islington thought that if membera wanted to appear on the platform 
they would have the initial interest to appear before a committee. 
Edgware said that we were not always dealing with branches 
containing experienced members, but sometimes with branches — 
composed of new members, These branches would not have the 
competence necessary to judge the capacity of a prospective 
speaker, A member of the New Speakers Examining Commit 
that the test had great value, The committee had been 
vy the low level of knowledge of a high mumber of the 
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appeared before it. More than half had beon deficient in a 
Owledge of elementary economiss, Ths’ committees had spent a lot 
f time with the applicants and they had been dealt with patiently. 
A delegate who lad been through the test said that the committees 
had teen very helpful. 

The resolution was lost 17-56. 


EDUC!.T ION 
Resolution = Billine and Graven (Paddington) = "That in view of tho 
report on the question of new writers this conforonee recomuonds 
that evory endeavour be made to form a writers cliss" Aga. 


Item for discussion (xiii) - S.W. London branch, "Tho syetematic 


raining of members in socialist principles 


is committee, said S.¥, London, should be formed of members 
who have knowledze of the party's educational work. The bright- 
est part of the whole conference report-was the statenent that 55 
members had attended the economies class, When the training of 
these members had been completed they should be used es tutors in | 
branches, Edgware objected to the rigidity visualised by 
"systematic", An E.C, member said that the problem of education 
was the most importint issue facing the party, and the acquisition 
of knowledgs deovended on putting things in their right order, As 
soon as members joined the party they should be allocated to a 
class where they would learn about the organisation. of the party 
and its methods of working. Education should not be left to 
chanse, A West Ham delegate said that the causo of the lack of 
knowledge among party members was the six years of war which had 
made study very difficult. Givon time to recover this »vroblem 
would be overcome. Manchester asked if we could get the nosessary 
munber of people able to take on the job of tutors, Until this 
could te done it would be a weste or time discussing ths improve- 
ment of knowledre among members. A Marylebone delorate said that 
the idea would fail because thore was no way in which mombers 
could be brought to the classes, 
! Resolution - R, hielayshlin and N, Taylor (S.W. London) "That this 


, 
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: 
} conference urges the E.C. to set up @ spedsial cormittee for tho | 
Af purpose of analysing and revorting to the E,C. on the posaitilit‘es 
f of improving and increusing the present machinery in existence fier 
7 4 the education of party members" 


Deferring resolution - Lawrence and Michell (Bloomshury) “"That 
consideration of the resolution be-deferrod until later in the 
conferense” Agd, { 


ELECTORAL ACTIVITY 


Resolution (G) - S.W, London branch -"That this conferonse instructa 
the =.C, to defor the running of Parliamentary candidates until such 
time as the matter has been again reviewed by tho mombership as a 
whole and fresh instructions given to the F.C,” 


8.%, London said that they had already circularised the membor- 
ship with a statement in support of this resolution, ard thia 
statement should be taken as their opening on the reacliution, Tko 
statement said that the time, energy and funds spent was cut 02 
811 proportion to the results secured, Our purposs muss be So ! 
build an organisation of class conscious workers possessing a 
thorough knowledge of socialist principles, Our main task was co 
&n educational nature, We must got our message to thoss widely 
dispersed over the country who have reached a mental levol 
enabling them to appreciate our case, The general election whan 
political interast was high provided an ovvortunity of contacting 
this minority, but insatend we concentrated in North Paddington, 
where wo spent hundreds of pounds on literature which was.. 
distributed to volitically backward workers, Menburs wero @rav" 
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aineton from all varts of London and suppiies @#f 
fod ees and parties abroad were reduced, In additdon 
of working~¢glass money was handed over to the capitelist 
The bye-election followed the same cours6 and another £15008 
donated to the capitalists, In all the two campaigns COmt 
£1500 and there was practically nothing to show fom it. GEE 
any publicity had resulted, As a whole the venture must Dey 
condemned as a serious error of judgement and a serious fadie 
Let us face the facts and recogniss that the working class is 
ready for a socialist candidate. S&.%. London suggested as am ae 
alternative that propaganda drives should be organised at sultadie 
bye-elections, They added that a more disturbing feature had 
been the failure to give sufficient emphasis to our declaration 
That the emancipation of the working class must be the work of 
the working class itself", There had been a failure to state our 
ease completely and correctly and an attempt to tuild up the 
support of politically inactive people by the promise of socialism, 
They quoted with approval statements made in an early Socialist 
Standard and by the Socialist Party of Canada in an election 
address, contrasting them with an excerpt from our election 
literature at North Paddington which they disapproved of. 
Paddington said that S.,W. London implied that the party had 
engaged in "vote catching" in the two campaigns, This charge was 
unfounded toth in relation to the spoken and written propaganda. 
The general conditions of election campaigns made it very favour- 
able for the presontation of the party's case. If we must not 
undertake elcction campaigns bocause of the immaturity of the. 
workers it would be oqually légical to conduct no prépaganda at 
all, In the "Communist Manifesto" Marx and Engels had gone on to 
the attack and not the defence, and this was over 100 years ago. 
In putting up candidates for socialism the party. ohanged its 
position from a negative one to a positivd one, and as a result 
of this action there would be an acceleration in the education of 
the working slass. We must not devote our entire propaganda to 
those who knew our case but must get to those who had not heard us. 
An E.C. member attacked the circular on the grounds that it put 
a point of view different from that expressed by the resolution. 
S.'%., London were in opposition to electoral action and expressed 
this in the circular, but their resolution only asked for the 
question to be reviewed. Consequently some branches would support 
the resolution who might not be opposed to electoral astion, The 
campaigns had produced excellent publicity with numerous mentions 
in the national press, many of which indicated that the party was 
different from and in opposition to other parties, The charge of 
"vote-catching" was completely unfounded and unfair to the members 
taking part. Criticism had been received on completely different 
grounds that members had spent mich time in asking workers not to 
vote for us unless they understood our position. Most of the 
money spent had been donated especially for the purpose, and S.W. 
London were wrong in implying that this money would have been 
avallable for use in other directions, Again the members who 
worked in the campaigns would not necessarily have as much time 
and energy for other work, The value of the radio publicity for 
the party was also stressed, Lewisham said that if S.W., London's 
view was that we must wait for the workers to come to us then it 
must be a waste of time to be in the party ct all. We cannot 
get the case for socialism over without spending money and we 
should probably be spending a few £150's for a few years to come 
but that is the way we shall get our propaganda across, Islington 
said that the first question we should be asked whon ey - 
meetings at elections where we have no sandidates would be “Who is 
your candidate?” Having a candidate provided the positive 3 2 
to workers at elections, An Baling delegate said that as we 
the only party representing the interests of the working a: 
1s our duty to put ourselves forward at eloction times, 
there a bye-olectiom immediately we should get the im 
to run a candidate, Another Paddington delegate said 
sampaigns had stimulated the branch members to greater 
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further Paddington delegate said thatthe resolution was 
annecessiry. Electoral activity wag continyally under review, "and 
ons of the purposes for which the party existed was to run 
candidates at slestions,. Party’ members liked elootion campadens 
and tis itself wos a pood thing. We mst not divide the working 
slass into political sheep and goats, and we must not Hecons an 
economic desert islarmd to which the workers have to strugple. It 
wis our duty to come out against the parties of capitalism both 
at general and bye-electiona. West Ham branch supported the ©] 
resolution, but not’ bésause they agreed with the S.W, Eondon + 
circular, The time had oome to review the situation, Elestoal 
action was a good thing if entared into judiciously but the whole 
thing must be examined oarefully. Birmingham said that they were 
in favour of the resolution but dissociated themselves rrom the 
S,¥%, London circular, with its criticism of past activity.° A = 
Marylebone delegate, putting his own point of viow, said that it 
was ridicvlous to ask the workers to vote for socialism if they 
understood it, If they aould not understand socinlism at our 
ordinary propaganda meetings, they would not do so at olection.. 
times, when our ppopaganda became mixed up with tho other : 
political parties, A socialist candidate must arise from the H 
electorate and not be imposed on.it, Hackney supported 3.4%. “= 
London's rasolution, The delegdte said that the experience of. iy 
the sampaigns had oroved them to be a waste of time, There had ; 
bean very little notice taxen of us in -the press, and Paddingten 
branch hed not grown very much, We Gan still put a positive case 
at eloctions even if we do not put 4 candidate forward, The 
posters used in poster parades had been worded in a way that 
indicated “vote-sutching", If £1500 had been spont in another 
way mombers could have found plenty to do im propaganda drives etc, 
The resultsof the elections had beendishesrtening, sn E.0. 
member said that although money had been eubscribeda for a special 
purpose, the people who sent it did hot have bottomless. puyses 
a .nd we ha@ the resoonsibility of sponding the money-in the 
test wey, It wovld have beon abaurd for 6&.W, Legnon beanah to 
neve framed their resolution in’a‘way setting a time for the 
suspension of electoral activity, As no ‘one Knew what ths 
position would be in twe to thread yoars time. Somo members of 
: the working class wore hoveless from our point of view, and these 
were the peoole who the ruling class permitted-us to sand 
literature to without a postage charge, Workers likely to sie 
interested in socialism would come to us for literature witheut 
it being necossary to send it to them, Our work Liew in te - 
suture and we had a long read to travol, and it was a waste’ of 
= time working among the politically haskvard workers, We shceuld 
‘ direct our attenticn to live material, and these people would 

30m to -our prooaganda meetings : 


bee 


{ 
Addemdum to Resolution (G) ~ Eackney branch “Add ‘and that the 
roviewing of the matter take place within thres months ‘” . 
Addendum lost 29-44, 
*Rosolusion (G) lost 54-49, 
‘ 


Resolution - Howard and Mitholl (Bloonsbury) “That this confecsnes 
rejects the conclusions with*regard to eloctoral activity eantatned 
in the S.W,. London branch's statement on parliamentary aetign - 

Cd, 48-5, 


Rosolution - Michell and Howard (Bloomsbury)’ "That this cenferanse 
deplores the introduction into the S.W:; London citcular of som 
phrades that ars dangerous, other statements that are not corraet, 
and others &gain that are misleading, For instance, the aliegat= 
ions that the campaign was 4 campaign for votes and that tho 
literature published did not contutn an adequate etuterent of tho 
socialist oaso, Both allogations are wrong as the literatura 
itself proves, We also deplore tha manner fin which reretence 43 

“made to the working class of’ Paddington" =... aeoee 
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propaganda field" 
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fair picture of the attitude takes 
anothar Ziosmsbury delegate sai that 

nats sbout tie working cisss in the olrcuiar 

ot oF time in exolanutions, An S.C, semper 
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(3) General, A member of the Parliamentary Committee said that all 
Erancenss had been asked for information necessary to the ereparat- 
ion of machinery for the nmext General Election and possible bye- 
elections. Brenches had been slow in replying and delegates ware 

urred to have the work hurried up in their branches, Funds were 

also badly needed, 


Only £17 had come into the Parliamentary Fund 
since the beginning of tha yesr. 


Resolution (F) = Camberwell branck 
ive parijars 


"That o standing panel of prospeo- 
rantary can 


s be drawn uo immediately on the basis of 
no=ination ty the whole party and selection by varty poll. Further 

that the selection committee, elected directly by the party membership 
control the allocation of the selected candidates to constituencies 


Camberwell ssid that they felt that arrangements in previous 
campaigns had been very rushed, and that proper machinery should be 
put in operation, 


Marylebone opvosed the resolution because it 
oo to taxe away the essential functions of the Executive 
ommittee, 


The £.G., (and Birmingham soneurred here), were the best 
people to consider the relevant points and place candidates whore 
best suited, This was unnecessary over organisation at the present 
stage said Lewishan, and only one or two oandidates would be 
conserned for some time to come, When there are more candidates 
the machinery necessary can be arranged, Hackney supported the 
resolution as they thought the method suggested to be mors 
democratic, 

The resolution was Lost 12-50, 


Item for discussion (i) - Leyton branch "To discuss Rule 23 with a 
view to allowing known sympathisers to sign nomination papers’ 


it 

This alteration of rule Leyton said would enable the party to 
contest constituencies where we had not ten members, but there were 
known sympathisers, We took money from sympathisers = why not 
permit them to sign, S.W, London wanted to know who Was o known 
aympathiser and how he could be determined, 


The whole thing wus a 
myth, If a member of the working clasa recognised his olass 


position he should be in the party, A suggestion like this w 
lead us into the field of compromise and political trading, | 
member of the parliamentary committee refuted o rumour olrou 
at the conference table that non-members had signed the 
papers at Paddington. The idea of discussing a rule with 
amendment at a subsequent conference was favourably commen 


Item for discussion (1i) - Leyton branch "The wident of 
activity regarding municipal elections as these provi 


a gooc 
Item for discussion (141) = Paddington branch "Should tho 
concentrate on parliamentary rather than on minioipal eloo' 


A Marylebone delegate, putting his porsonal point 
that with the present smliness of the party and 
we should devote ourselves to parliamentary a 
that municipal elections did not give us fave 


omitting our policy as the items discussed were of a local and 
orestic character, Birmingham said that a oundidate ine mnie 
pal election would do harn to. the party. He would. be: mevely a 


dummy. 


Item for dtseuseion (iv) ='S.W London branch: "The ormeniaation of 
propaganda local and national at. bye-elections” 


.'. London said that the attitude of the brunch was based on our 
Declaration of Principles which pledged us to capture the machin- 
ery of government, both local and national, ‘te should utilise 
elections for propaganda without incurring the enormous exvense 
of running candidates, 


| 


AMENDMENTS TO RULE 


- Camberwell branch - new rule. "That members attached to a branch 
- holding regular business moetings be required to attend at least one 
4 } in every four of these meetings; that members failing to comply with 
- this ruling be required to give an axplanation to their branch for 
~ ; their non-apoearance and branches be empowered where they think fit 
c to transfer such members to Central branch" Lost 2~63, 
Palmors Green amendment - "Delete all after ‘rit! and insort 'to 
Tapse such members" Lost 0-71, 


Hackney branch Rule 2, “That '3d,’ on line one be deleted and '6d,' 
nserted Lost 8-05, 


Leyton branch Rule ® Line 4, "That ‘after the expiration of ea ci 
quarter’ be deleted and ‘after the expigation of each halr-year’ be 
substituted" Lost 4-62, 


West Ham branch Rule 19 = new paragraph to be added. The new para~ 
araph to read ‘All paid officers shall be elested by purty vote ~ 
Tost 20-48, 


S,W,London branch Rule 25. "That ‘a meeting! be dleted und ‘District 


4 mectings’ be inserted” Lost 25-42, ; 


(6) EDUGATION (Cont,) 


Resolution deferred from previous day - R, McLaughlin and 4, Taylor 
"that this conference urges the B.C, to set up a special comnittes 
for the ourpose of analysing and reporting to the #.S. on the 
possibilities of improving and increasing the present machinery in 
oxistence for the education of party members" 


When the discussion was resumed Marylebone said that we must 
first arrive at a decision on the principle of systematic training, 
It had been argued that it was necessary for young members to 
receive from the beginning of their membership this sort of train-~ 
ing. If we acceoted this principle we should then proreed to texe 
the necessary steps in furtherance of it. 8S,%,London said that the 
B,C, should see how the present educational machinery of the party 
could be improved and extended, A Leyton delegate said that members 
who understood £xam economics should be able to take the finercial 
renorts of large capitalist organisations and understand them in 
the light of Marxian economics, We must apply our knowledge to 
present day events and not only to things that happendd many years 
ago. Marylebone, speaking again, siad that the resolution did not 
go far enough, very membef who joined the party should be 
compelled to join in a systemetic form of training, Another 
Marylebone delegate said that his branch had given no instractidons 
on this item and the delegates wore exoressing their personal 
points of view, Why should the working class concern itself with 
abstruse financial matters? The basis of our present education 


—— 
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N tion of diatoots 
but we should deal with the ques joa 
Dtesiaic te * education, Pirmingham was opvosed to any form o 


ompulsion being used with new members, Manchester thought that 
=. discussion had veered away from the resolution, fo one could 
object to the satting up of further machinery for educational 
purposes, Hackney thought that a further comnittes would not solve 
the problem, It depended on mombers how they used the knowledge 
acquired at H,0O, classes, We have members with a knowledge of 
Marxian economies who did not know how to apply the knowledge in 
the work of the party, The best thing is for members to work in 
the party and this will encourage them tn their educational 
efforts, S,W,Llondon wound up the discuasion by saying that if 
members had ideas for imoroving the educational work of the party 
they should send them along to the committee to help them in their 
analysis, Members could get a certain amount of education by work- 


ing in the party, but our prime funciton was propaganda, 
The resolution was Cd, 33-4, 


(b) 1946 Delegate meeting recommendation on party syllabuses, The 
General Secrotary informed the Conference that a series of sylla- 
uses were now in hand and being prepared for printing, 

Item for discussion (vi) - Manchester branch, "The possibilities of 

printing a pamphlet or guide book for the use of branohes and groups 

to facilitate the running of economics and speakers olasses" 


In view of the General Secretary's statement about syllabuses this 
item was not pressed, 


ITEM FQ DISCUSS ION 


Item for discussion (xvii) = Edgware branch. "The advisability of 
‘Appointing a committee to investigate conference procedure, including 
the appointment of conference chatrman" 


Edgware said that owing to increased delegations at conference 
the procedure tended to become disorganised. Chairmen should be 
elected before the conference and co-operate with the Standing 
Orders Committee before the conference and map out the agenda, 
Perhaps chairmen could be appointed by the E.C. or elected by 
party poll, The General Secretary opposed Edgware's suggestions , 
Conferences continued to rum smoothly, and we must resist any 
pppcedure which would put too much power in the hands of chairmen 
or standing orders committees. The party conference must be in the 
hands of the delegates, and they must be responsible for their 
smooth rumning, A Bllomsbury delegate put forward the idea of 
conference chairmen being elected a year before at the previous 
conference, 


LITERATURE 


(db) Party publications (Editorial). There was a short discussion on 

~~ the tevel of = articies in the "S.S,", and methods by which the 
writing ability of members might be improved. 

Item for discussion (v) - Islington branch, "The desirability of a 

fortnigntly S.8.° rather than the present monthly issue 

The party had many years ago hoped for a weekly issue, The 

present make-un of the "8,8," should be.changod to newspaper size, 
This, sddd Islington, would enable the use of better headlines and 
a better lay-out generally, The Islington delegate was not in 
favour of a more frequent issue of the 8.S," while it romaine 4 
as it is now, Present paper shortages should not stop us d 
ing olans for the future, Birmingham opposed 4 forage 
with the present scarcity of writers, We should aim first 
weckly paper, Leyton said that the present 5.5. woul 


ed in size, A fortnightly "S.S." should oontain items « 
regarding party events, Writers unable to tackle thoore’ 
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eles could handle this sort of work. Southend thought it use. 


Fs to discuss the iten when it was not possible to do anything 
out it owing to paper restrictions, Hackney said that Islington 
pooired to be entirely dissatisfied with the S.S, How aia thoy 
tink we could make a success of a fortnightly if wo cannot make 
a success of a monthly? A member of the Editorial Conmittoe said 
that the vapor we can uso is strictly limited by the quota imposed, 
1 the limited amount had been even more reduood owing to the 
resent fuel crisis, Paper shortage ruled out a fortnightly S.S, 
for a considerrble time to come. Greater numbors of writers wero 
now coming forward, and in addition other members wore trying to 
rite articles and probably had the possibilities of cevoloping 
into writers, In course of time we ought to hava u body of 
compatent writers for the S8.S. Some members who had undortakon 
to do work for the Editorial Committee had had to hold up writing 
owing to taking up other party work, Mombers should exercise 
their judgement in deciding what sort of work they would do. It is 
not possible at a writers: class to give members the mental back- 
eround necessary for ourty writing, Writers must first of ali have 
: sound theoretical knowledre. At the moment there is so little 
space available that it is difficult to spare room for news items 
. of party events, If members criticise the quality of the S.S, 
- articles they should remember that it is a party production and that 
tha responsibility rests with manbers. The Editorial Committee 
doalt as vatiently as possible with would-be writers, and felt that 
this could best be done at a writers class, It was not always 
possible to avoid upsetting writers when dealing with thoir 
articles by correspondence, 


—— 


Resolution - Verity and Spector (Islington) “That this conforence 
strongly recommends the E,C, to change the format of the 8.5. from 
A magazine to a newspspor forrat” 


‘ The Islington delegate said that the appearanso of tho old S.5. 
: was even better than the present one; the old ohe looked more like 
a newevaper, Islington wanted’ this altoration as soon as possible. 
In answer to a question a momber of the Editorial Committee said 
that a few months ago it was easier to get nowsprint than the paper 
> . we uso, but to-day it was extremely diffichlt to get anything. 
Manchester said they would be sorry to see the present style changed. 
If we must have change, let us have and &.8, of an even higher 
intollectual level, rathor than a vehicle for entertaining snippets, 
& fortnightly 8.S. composed of news itoms would not be topical, 
The £.S. is not a journal published for tho ontertuinment of party 
members, A non-delegate said that the root of the trouble with 
’ the S.S. was that writors were called upon to writa a certain typo 
of article. If the scopn and typo of artioles used were widened 
> it would throw open the field to other writers, Cthor left-wing 
journals appeared to got newsprint without much difficulty. A 
member of the Editorial Committce said that they were pleased to 
got any sort of article providing it was sound, Thore was no other 
restriction on writers, There should be moro thooreticsl stuff in 
the S.S., and writers would not be able to writo newsy articles 
until they had a sound theoretical basis. The presont sizo of the 


0 $8.8. was decided by the party, and not the Editorial Committes. 
The resolution was Lost 8-46, 


p Resolution (D) - Edgware branch "That tiis conference views with alarm 
" the lack of current party bublications and in view of this instructs 
the E,C. to oroceed with further publications" 


- 
~ 


, A member of the Editorial Committee said that three other pamphlets 


were in course of preparation. ono having already been drarted but 
not yet presented to the E.C, 


The resolution was Cd, 22-17, 


\ & 


el 


~ 


a 
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f 
Item for discussion (vii) - Manchester branch ‘That the E.C. and the 
Editorial Comittee expiore the possibilities of issuing from timo to 
time the party's attitude to urgent political issues in the form of 
A bulletin to be sold by the branches at their meotinegs 


Manchester said that their branch had drawn up a leaflet to be 
issued at a big meeting to be held in Manchester next week, We 
should have leaflets on topical issues like the fuel crisis 
strikes etc,, and these leaflets could be given out at big mect- 
ings, They should be along the lines of the election briefs. 


Resolution ~ Mertons and J, Dickenson (Manchester) "That this 
conferonce urges the E.C. to exolore the possibilities of issuing 
from time to time the party's attitude to urgent political issues 
in the form of a bulletin or reprints of articles to be sold by 
branches" Agd, 


Item for discussion (x) - Leeds branch "That the party consider 
discontinuing distribution of pamphlets which contain advertisements 
relating to other parties, e.g, ‘The Communist Manifesto', ‘Wage 
Labour and Capital' and explore the possibility of the ¢.P.G.B. 
publishing these pamphlets" 


There was no Leeds delegate present to open this discussion, A 
member of the Editorial Committee said that this question had been 
considered by the party many years ago and efforts made to deal with 
it. We had used on edition of the "Communist Manifesto” which did 
not contain advertisements of other parties but the plates of this 
edition were now worn out, Other pamphlets had been purchased 
from the publisher and a party cover pasted over the original ones, 
This arrangement had now fallen through but efforts would be made 
to do the same thing again, A party edition of tho “Gommunist 
Manifesto" with our own preface was in course of preparation, The 
E,C. were alive to the whole problem, 


Resolution - Billing and Craven (Paddington) "That this conference 
recommends that the first duty of the Editorial Committees, after 
preparing the Socialist Standard, should be the re-writing of ‘War 
and the Working Class'" 


This is a very important pamphlet, said Paddington, and it was 
withdrawn from sale in 1940 and it should be our first task to get 
in publication again, A member of the Editorial Committee said that 
the preliminary work of revision had been started twice, and had 
been twice abandoned because of other work that had to be done. 

As previously mentioned three more pamphlets were being prepared 
on "Race", “Socialism and Religion” and the "Communist Manifesto", 
Paddington said that the war pamphlet was much more important than 
the ones referred to. Religion in particular was a trivial matter 
to most workers. Here the Editorial Committee intervened to point 
out that they had not at their disposal the number of writers to 
whom they could farm out stuff that needed writing. A member had to 
be interested enough in the subject and to have the necessary 
information and material. The "Communist Manifesto” is very urgent 
because it is the centenary of its publication. 

Resolution - Robertson and Stern (Hackney) "That the vote be taken” 

Lost 20-25, 

Bloomsbury said that the resolution went too far, It meant that 
the Editorial Committee must drop al] work (other than the 8.S8.). 
We should not interfere with the work of the committee. A number 
members would probably challenge the statement that the war pamphli 
was the most important one. An E.C. member said that the resoiu 
was a bad one, because it could not necessarily be put into | 
Were there a bye-election shortly the branch which had 
resolution woulda undoubtedly ask the E.C. to put everyth 

one side in order to publish election literature. Sout 
the Editorial Committee were failing because they were 
too mich work and getting nothing done, War is a oroblen ¢ 


-. 


& °° +o the working class and we heave neglected tha um ; 
y of our views on it far too long, A inryiotons Alene: 
° Sommunist Manifesto" would do more to enlighten workers' 
f.an @ pamphlet on war, a subject which the working class 
“11 too well, Paddington in reply said that they did not 
the Editorial Committee to drop everything they had in hand. 
«s bad that we had not sold a pamphlet on war for the past 
VEN Vears, 
esolution Lost 15=36. 


— or discussion (xi) = Paddington branch "That the conference 
coumends thé §.0. to consider ways and means 66 ef*octively train- 
1 sufficient number of members for editorial work so as to 


ince positions when necessary and to provare for ony Ifkely 
*ension in that work" 


Paddington said that the Editorial Committee could be oniarced, 
and this would get over some of their difficulties, /mong the 
writers mentioned earlier in the afternoon there mst be some who 
understood the work required of the committee. Why not elect some 
of them to the committee? A member of the Editorial Committee said 
that to enlarge the committee would increase the difficulties, The 
work of the somaittee consisted tainly of its members separately 
reading articles submitted, these being sent from one to another by 
post, Two or three members were necessary on a committee to make | 
sure that the articles submitted are in accordance with the party's 
position, Bach member reads the articles and give their eo 
on them, They then meet to decide on the articles, Increasing e 
number of members on the committee would make the process much 
longer, It would also be difficuit to arrange committee meetings 
with a larger committee at which each member could be present, 

Years ago it had been agreed that the Editorial Committee should 
always have in mind members who would be able to be drawn into the 
work of the committee, At the present time there were four members, 
apart from members of the committee, who knew of the work of’ the 
committee, Training members in Editorial Committee work is part of 
the scheduled work of the writers class, A non-délegate put forward 
the suggestion that a member of the Editorial Committee should stand 
down each year so that a new member who had been trained could take 
his place, Some mebers were on the Editorial Committee year after 
year and eventually they might become stereotyped. A rest now and 
then would freshen them up, Being on the committee wovld give new 
members a sense of responsibility, It would also free present 
members of the committee for writing pamphlets etc, f& Paddington 
delegate deprecated the discussion of the personnel of committees 

at the conference, The E.C, appointed its sub-committees and it was 
a good thing to have experienced members on the Editorial Committee, 
Leyton said that members Bhould send in to the Editorial Committee 
any items from their local press which might be handed on to members 
who wished to write to forma basis for their articles, 


Item for discassion (ix) - 8.W,London branch "That the party purchase 
&@ printing machine 
S.",London said that they. did not wish to pursue this item, 


F INANCE 


Resolution (E) - S,W,London branch "That this conference instructs 
the E.C, to make such arrangements as are necessary to merge all the 
party funds into a common fund for Socialism" 


S,.W,London said that they thought that we might be faced with the 
danger of people being prepared to subscribe to our funds for a 
specific object other than the reasons for which we are in exist- 
ence, A Tory might contribute to the Parliamentary Fund in order to 
enable us to put up a candidate to split the vote, and we should then 
become the tool of another organisation, Somemembers were apparent- 
ly prepared to subscribe to one fund rather than another, This led 


sss wt be 
tne 2&@ 
| Page 12 26. & 
to a diversion of the party's attention from its prime function, 
: the provagation of sooinlist ideas. There wis also the difficulty 


of borrowing from one fund to support another’and the conse vuent 
waste of Exeoutive Committee time in keeping things straight, Tet 
us gat back to the old method of having one fund, Bloomsbury 
opposed the resolution because it inferred that some of our funds 
were not used for the provagation of soaialiam. We stould not be 
Alarmed if Tories subscribed. S§&,“London retorted that we shavld do 
wittout the monoy of our opponents, Leyton opposed the resolution 
as they considered subscriotions woyld fall off if we did not have 
sbecial funds, The party treausurer felt that we should not hold 
ourselves hard and fant to keep money inviolato for special 

purposes, Wa should not give definite undertakings tiat money will 
be used exclusively for one partichlar purpose. Paddington saw the 
resolution a method by which opponents of @ particular form of party 
aotivity would use the question of funds as 8 part of thair oppos- 
ition, An E.G. member said that the inference of S.4%.,London's 

/ ovening remarks was that those who subscribe to the party can infl- 

uence its policy, This was incorrect. The party first decides on 
a policy and then usks for subscriptions, Ealing said that tho 
party many years ago said that it would take money from anyone 

provided it was given unconditionally. An E.C, meinber referred to 

; the attempt made many years ago by the Anti)Socialist Union to 
purchase large numbers of a particular issue of ths Socialist ’ 
Standard which they thought would help their propaganda, The order 
had been refused by the E,C, In closing the discussion $.W.London 
siid that they were not opposed to electoral action, but thought 
it premature at the moment, They also did not ‘think that party 
money was being used for any other purpose than tho furtherance of 
the party's ohject, They were, however, very anxious to keep the 
party from the slippery slove of oolitical trading, ana they did not 

; wish to see money tied up for svacial purposes when it was needed 

for the general work of the party, 

HY Resolution Lost 5-58. 


— 


/ PARTIES ABROAD 


In reply to a question the Overseas Secretary said that no :more 
1) news had been received from the French comrade who had been present 
[ at the last conference, The Overseas Secretary gave more details 
I of our companion oarties, The Socialist Party of Australia had a 
membership of 40 with locals at Melbourne and Sydney, They had 
about 15 active members, the remainder being spread over the 
contiment, They were trying to keep their journal in existence, 
Thev had originally published 35000, this was then dropped to 1000 
and they feared that they would have to cease publication shortly 
through lack of finances, The Socialist Party of Canada had three 
locals, one each at Vancouver (very weak), Victorial and Winnipeg. 
They were trying to forma local at Montreal. The Socialist Party 
of New Zealand had a mombership of 25, There had recently been some 
divergence of opinion over a question of party rule, The mattor 
did not appear to be very serious. The Workers Socialist Pasty of 
U.S.A, had 52 mambers, They had a number oT sympathisers spread 
over the U.S.A. who helped them financially. They have a large 
permanent head office in Boston, Their finances gre healthy and t 
' are very active, They have a paid organiser and a paid secretary, 
The organiser travels extensively and a local ts being formed in 
Detroit, and there are possibilities of locals in other ee 
Their moetings are regular and well Saale onde 13 : 


| Item for discussion (xii) = Islington branch "The desirability of 
| sotting up an international contact committee” — 
Islington opened by saying that ‘on the pene of F 
was not one group accepting our position, At the as 
a comrade had said that he was in contact with va 
abroad who were sympathetic to us. The party is 


i 
| 
' 
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rave not a single publication in a foreign lancua 
s a number of orgenisetions looking at things from the pole of 
‘w of the working class, They my not be soctalists but they 
working cless support, The Left Communists in Prance opvose 
the system in Russia, although they do not sacept our position on 
carliament, but they define socialism in the sare way as we do 
There wis & similar group in Italy, When there wan a printers. 
strike in France recently, the printers would only print the Anar-~ 
chist and Trotskyist papers. We should have a oontact committee to 
put our case to organisations on the continent, so thet with tho 
development of events our vositédn may be known abroad, A 
Marylebone delerate said that in a recent broadcast the burzormnster 
a of Heldelburg had put a view very similar to ours when dealing with 
the present situation in Germany, In answer to a question the 
Overseas Secretary said thet no attemot had been made to get the 
Swlalist Standard into the reading rooms in the area of the Alliod 
Control Gommision in Germany, Edgware felt that the work could be 
carried out by the Overseas Secretary who could find members to 


help him, 


Resolution - Spector and Verity (Islington) "That this conference 
urges the E.C. to set up an international contact cormittee to 


make the party's case known on the continent” 


= an 


tis 


Islington carried on the discussion by saying that there were 
2 number of members who could speak Fronch, and Italisn, Thero is 
to be an international socialist conference at Zurich at which the 
reformist parties were to mecot, Why not send a party repragent— 
ative to put the party's view? There were a number of factions in 
2 the continental parties who might be very interested in our case, 
oa We should also get a lot of publicity. A past Overseas Socrétary 
said that if the idea was to get hold of groups abroad who it was 
claimod vere near to our point of view, why not do the same with 
similar groups in this country. All of these groups are opposed 
to the socialist position, They are anti-~parliamentarian and 
Islington mew it, Why waste time attending the conterences of 
orranisations who are entirely opposed to us? There is no short 
cut by which we ean get a group abroad to accept our principles, 
Until] we have individuals abroad who know our case it will he a 
‘ difficult task, Marylebone apain took part in the debate and 
said that the time had bever before been so propitious for taking 
action along the lines of tre resolution, To-day on the dontinont 
there arc a numbor of individuals whose minds have been thrown 
open to the message of socialism, No single person could do the 
dotailed work involved, and machinery must be creatod to assist him, 
S,.“', London said that sympathtsers on the continent had as much 
chance of getting in touch with us as we with them, Whon we have 
saturated the minds of the working people of this country it will 
be time to extond our activities to the continont, A Bloomsbury 
delogate, expressing a porsonal view, said trat the sentiments of 
the resolution shouldbe endorsed, Some members wanted thw 
workers here and abroad to do all the work of findtng out about 
sociulism, with tho party doing nothing. Thero must be a number of 
workers abroad who disagree with the position taken up by the 
Social Democrats and Cormunists, und they are probably on the way 
to our point of view, or at any rate in an onen frame of mind, 
Mombers of the committees must have a knowledge of the ocountriesof 
Europo, und ulso of the languages, Islington said thet S,W,London's 
viow of saturating tho minds of the workers here first seen to 
imagine a situation in which the British workers would be socialists, 
with fow abroud, .Nowport supported the resolution, tho timo being 
always opportune for spreading our message whether in this country 
or abrord, Soctalism, sa'd a Paddington delegute, implied co- 
operation and this did not maun that othors should do all the work 
of coming to us, Woither did it mean that all the work must be done 
by us, Where sepitalism exists tt is fir to prosume thut thoro 
will be sontalists, Another memberg who hid once been Overseas 
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Secretary said that it would be wise to recognise the kind of tht 
that is possible and useful. A committee of tnis kind should assist 
the Overseas Secretary in his work. We sust aim at making contacts 
with individuals abroad who sould do socialist propaganda in the 
districts in which they lived, and not with the officials of 
organisations, We must have men in the continental oountries who 
know our position and can put it to individuals in the groups 
abroad, We ought to collect at Head Office the Declaration of 
Princioles and policias of continental parties, so that wo shail 
know where they stand, We had contacts with groups abroad before the 
wir who knew our position, and the more they knew it the less they 
liked it, We ought to remember the organisations with which such 
grouvs sought contacts here - not with us, but with the I.L.P., 
anarchists etc. Some of them put what appeared to bo a sound 
theoretical position, but when they engage in praoctioal politics 
they comoletely diverge from our point of view. Before the war we 
had an old member who travelled widely on the continent pushing the 
party's case, and he did more than the party can ever hope to do. 
The present political tendency in Europe among workers was against 
Stalinism and towards Lbour reformism. The ovresent Overseas 
Secretary said that we had had contafits abroad for some years with 
individuals and organisations Recently we had sent letters to 43 
individuals 4n various parts of the world and so far only one reply 
had been received, His attitude was to sow as much seed as possible 
in the hope that it might bring some return. A member was trans— 
lating a party leaflet into German, and it was honed to transiate 
it also into French, The Overseas Secretary could do ail the work 
required at the merent; later it might be necessary to farm some 
of the work out, Hardly any members had given the Overseas Sec. 
names and addresses of contacts abroad. He would like to get hold 
of members able to write in foreign languages, MUslington replied 
that they were not concerned with fusion conferences, but they 
wanted the party's views put over under the best possible conditions. 
Individuals abroad who were disgruntled with their organisations did 
not know our case, and would not know it unless we. took it to them. 
Resolution Cd, 30-18, 


Item for discussion (xv) - Manchester branch "Should members of the 
party pay the political levy? 

The Genernl Secretary advised the conference of the following 
resolution of the 34th B.C..., "Phat it is not permissible for a 
member to varticioate in oayment of the political fund of trade 
unions until such times as these funds are allocated to the S.°)G_.8. 
This ruling had subsequently been confirmed by party poll, 

Resolution - McLaughlin (S,“,London) and Lees (Manchester) "That this 
conferences re-affirms the party's previous decision on the payment 
of the political levy as given above” Gd 53d=1, 


Item for discussion (xiv) = Manchester branch "The party's attitude 
to the closed shop 
There was a lengthy discussion on this question which covered the 

same field as that at the party meeting of 6th October 1946, 

Resolution - G, Wood and W, Rose (Lewisham) “That this conference 
endorses the view in the following resolution carried at the party 
meeting on 6th October 1946: 'That this party meeting is of the 
opinion that on balance compulsory trade uniou-membership is not in 
the best interest of the trade union movement and the working class 
in the struggle against the employing class’" Ca, 49-4. 


MISCELLANEOUS . 
1946 Conference resolution on the task confronting the party 
Resolution = Lockwood and McLaughlin (S.W.London) “That this 


conference accepts the E.C,'s report as being an adequate guide 
to the task confronting the party in the future” 


a | ) “ b 
a a “s Face 15 
OES OON Be on in ovening said that they aia not agroe that there 

2? , 2o,? ™ quick and easy ways Of ceveloping the party sand the summary 
™ 4 ‘ . 0. °s views was adequate, Edgware said that we must get 

* roy s name mach more widely kmown, 


hn, and they wanted some 
, ' te suggestions from the E,C. It was erroneous to say that 
2 vty was making good progress. f 


They suggested a serias of 
“Ss in large hells in the provinces with adequate publiolty, 


snould be @ national advertising campaign. Wo must have a 
-time member of the Editorial Committee and a paid assistant 
aad Office, 


Central branch members should be brought together 
remular intervals, Members should persuade sympathisers to get 
“Oo tre ranks of the party. Loyton said that the organisation 

ses not grow from the outside but grows from within, 
9 


The quality 
the membership is the important thing, and it is net what it 


ought to be, An B.C. member repudiated this statement, and said 
that, speaking from his long oxperience of the party the quality 
of our membership is now higher than it has been in the past. ‘Ne 
need not be ashamed of ourselves as socialists, A non-delegato 

snid that it might be useful for delegates to exchange experiences 


ana find out why we did not retain a large number of workers who 
come into the sarty. 


We ruct find*ways and means of keeping ) 
members in the party. 


Branch meetings should be made brighter and . 
propaganda made more attractive. There should bo lively contro- 


vyersial aisecussions at branch meetings, The General Caecretary said 
that a wrong impression had been created by the last i 
about the number of members leaving the party. Since the onD 

of the party in 1904 we had had about 50350 members on ig Ss, 
anda the membership to-day was about 950, It should also er. 
remembered that a considera»le number out of the 5050 were meé 


who had left and rejoined, in many cases more than once. 
Resolution Cad. 39-4. 


mbers 


TRADE UNIONS (CONT,) 


7 = “hogs "That this sonference 
mtion - McLaughlin and Taylor (S.,London) Thats o : 
~— eee the party's attitude towards the trade unions, i.e. that 


we supvort trade union action when it is in line with working class 
: interest” Cd, unam,. 


4 PROPAGANDA (CONT, ) 


Resolution (A) - Bradford and District branch "That this conference 
- Is of the opinion that provincia 


a alt propaganda can best be conducted 
from Manchestor and that a cormittee, 


representative of the North of 
England branches should be set up thers, which together with the 


propaganda committee in London will arrange and direct the activities 
of a provincial propagandist/organiser resident in Manchester" 


Eccles said that within 350 miles of Manchestor there was a 
population greater than that of London, most of whom had no 
opportunity of hearing the socialist message. 
Manchester but they had no help at Eccles, There should be a 
direction of Manchester and North of England propaganda from 
Manchester. Glasgow said that there was no satisfactory evidence 
that provincial propaganda could best be concucted from Manchester. 
The rosolution was lost 16-40, . 


Sneakers came 0 


Resolution (B) 
made 


- Bradford and District branch "That arrangements be 
or the sveakers test to b 


e undertaken in Manchester if this is 
more convenient to the member concerned" 


The General Secretary said that the E Ci. 


were always willing to 
do their best to arrange for tests to be taken onesies London. 
it aoplicants could not travel to London 
Resolution Cd, 39-21, ‘ 
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FINANCE (GONT, } 


Resolution - J, D'Arcy and J. Moore (Bloomsbury) “That this conference 
recommends the E.G. to investigate the suggestion of raising 
mambership contributions and report to the next gonference” Cd.38-7. 


LITERATURE (CONT. ) 


Item for discussion (viii) - Hackne 


L: y branch "Shall the book 'Monoy 
must fo’ he placed on the approved terature Rist" 


Hackney said that this was a book of valus to propag nda. It 
gives general answers to general questions without montioning the 
word Socialism, It emphasises the necessity of abolishing money 
under Socialism, and the question of money is a gfeat barrier to an 
understanding of our case, 
Resolution - McLaughlin and Lockwood (S.W.London) “That in the 
opinion of this conferance this matter should be left to ths 
disoretion of the E,C," 
The General Secretary pointed out that Hackney had already made 
a request to the £.G, that the book should be approved, and the 
E.C, had refused their request, This conférence was the only , 
method left to Hackney to raise the question, 
Resolution was lost 18-25, 
| A member of the Editorial Committee said the decision on this 
book was not an easy one, Opinions differed as to its value. 
Among objections to it was that it did not mention socialism or 
the S,P.G.8, The book did not sufficiently urge the necessity 
for political organisation, The general impression given was that 
the cause of working class problems was the money system. An 
Islington delegate said that the book was on the official 
literature lists of the companion parties. He thought the book could ? 
do more good than harm, A Paddington delegate said that the book 
dealt with other theories which we might find it difficult to defend, 


Resolution ~ Spector and Clark (Islington) "That this conference 
urges the E.C, to olace upon the approved literature list the book 
"Money must go'" Lost 9-36. 


— 


} 
Conferencd terminated at 6 0,m, on Sunday 6th April 1947 
DELEGATION 
ist day - 58 delegates representing 26 branches 
@nd day - 64 2 2 26 £ 
' it a] 
; 3rd day - 57 ae 
Leeds and Dagennam were not represented | 
Collections amounting to £19 were taken during tne — 
et 
a) Rugby Chambers, W.C.1 


General Secre 


oe 


